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The Circuit Rider Published July 31, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 12:13-21
New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or 
an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, 
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus 
grain.
19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 
prepared for yourself?’
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• August 4-6 (Sunday -Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be the spiritual leader for the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) Business Adminis-
trators annual gathering at Lake Junaluska in North 
Carolina.

• August 10 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Day of Discipleship event to be held at the Brookhaven First UMC
Ministry Center at 9:00 a.m.

• August 11 (Sunday)
Heritage UMC in Hattiesburg is celebrating ‘Back to Heritage Sunday’ at 10:00 a.m. and Bishop Swanson
will give the message.

New John Wesley  
Health Center, Model Mission
By Jasmine Haynes,  
Web and Social Media Specialist
According to the 2012 America’s Health Rankings, Missis-
sippi holds last place for the healthiest states in America, 
but the members of John Wesley United Methodist 
Church in Durant decided to take action at ‘ground zero’ of the state’s health epidemic. Representatives from the General Board 
of Church and Society (GBCS), local and state government and the surrounding community gathered to celebrate the unveiling 
of John Wesley UMC’s Health Education Center (HEC) headquarters with a ribbon cutting ceremony, Friday, July 26.

Organizer of the Greenwood District UMC Health Alli-
ance and senior pastor at John Wesley and Walden Chapel 
UMCs, Rev. Dr. Detra Bishop spearheaded the project. 
She partnered with many local and national groups a 
little over a year ago to create what is now the HEC. “I 
envision the HEC being a nation-wide, grassroots initia-
tive whereby the congregation and the community can 
work together to take command of their own health,” said 
Bishop. “Obesity being such a nation-wide problem, we 
are hoping that pastors and community leaders through-
out the country will collectively aim to improve the 
health of the people they serve.”

The John Wesley UMC HEC opens its doors to the com-
munity every Tuesday and Thursday and is available by 
appointment only on any other day. Those attending enjoy prayer, a brief Bible study, a nutrition discussion, snacks, exercise and 
a game centered on enhancing brain activity and Alzheimer’s prevention. The HEC has an average attendance of 12 but the pro-
gram has seen a total of nearly 500 participants since March 2013. Bishop explained that those who frequently come to the HEC 
are single and retired.

Durant native and John Wesley UMC member, Phelix Logan, now teaches school in Dallas, Texas but shared that he first realized 
what impact the HEC was having on his hometown when he called to check on his mother one day. “I asked my mom ‘why are 
you so excited?’ and she said ‘well, they have this Health Education Center at the Church,’” commented Logan. “After it opened I 
would call her and she would say, ‘it is Tuesday’ or ‘it is Thursday, I can’t talk, I have to go!’”
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This intrigued Logan who made a special trip home to see what was 
happening at the HEC. Shortly after, he decided to use his talents to aid 
HEC facilitators in their grant writing efforts to maintain funding for 
the center.

Currently the HEC is funded by a partnership with the John 10:10 
Challenge, a campaign launched by the General Board of Church and 
Society of The United Methodist Church. The purpose of the challenge 
is to build a faithful movement for health care justice by engaging a 
national network of John 10:10 teams. The teams will promote, preserve 
and implement affordable health care for all people on local, state and 
federal levels.

Rev. Cynthia Abrams, the director of GBCS’s Alcohol, Other Addictions 
and Health Care, has worked with the Greenwood District UMC Health 
Alliance John 10:10 team from its inception. Abrams traveled from 

Washington, D.C. to take part in celebrating the momentous occasion. “When we trained them last year, we never imagined how 
great the possibilities would be and how God would work His vision through this church so it is very exciting to watch it trans-
form this community,” explained Abrams. “I truly believe the team can turn around this ranking of Mississippi as the state with 
the poorest health into a state that can be a model for other states, especially if United Methodists get behind it.”

There are several churches in the Greenwood District and in Georgia preparing to organize health education centers modeled af-
ter the Greenwood District Health Alliance. Abrams and Bishop are working on plans to share their training with others in hopes 
of creating more HECs across the state and the country.

Millsaps Embraces its Heritage
By G. Jeffrey MacDonald, The Living Church
Like many other schools with a religious heritage, Millsaps Col-
lege in Jackson, Mississippi, draws just a fraction of its students 
from its United Methodist tradition. Only 10 to 20 percent of its 
students are United Methodists. But unlike other institutions, 
Millsaps has not distanced itself from denominational ties in a bid 
to broaden its appeal. Quite the opposite: the school is actively 
building on its Methodist roots as it vies to increase the student 
body from 1,000 to about 1,300.

“We feel that our Wesleyan conviction and heritage is something 
that opens us up to others,” said Kenneth Townsend, director of 
church relations at Millsaps. “That heritage is part of who we are, 
and we can’t be our best selves without taking it seriously.”

Millsaps is reviving its practice of convening weekly campus wor-
ship. In recent years, Millsaps hosted worship only on major holidays, 
but students craved more, Townsend said. The chapel was packed on Ash Wednesday. When weekly services resume, most will 
reflect United Methodist liturgy, Millsaps said.

This year Millsaps this year began sending an admissions officer with campus singing groups when they perform at Methodist 
churches around the region. Such events provide a venue for connecting with students who are apt to feel comfortable at Mill-
saps, Townsend said.

A few years ago, Methodist student gatherings on campus happened only about once a month and drew just two or three stu-
dents, Townsend said. Now Methodist students gather weekly, welcoming local pastors and 15 undergraduates.

It’s a distinctive approach. As other schools have worked to expand their applicant pools, many have sought to distance them-
selves from their denominational roots. Davidson College’s Board of Trustees angered faculty and made headlines last year by 
narrowly voting to retain a policy that ensures the college president is a Presbyterian. Hartwick College dropped its Lutheran ties 

Rev. Cynthia Abrams and Rev. Dr. Detra Bishop at 
HEC Ribbon Cutting Program.

Millsaps College
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in the 1960s. Those who sever or diminish sectarian ties follow in the footsteps of Harvard, Yale, Carleton College and other insti-
tutions that broke from their Congregationalist roots long ago.

But some believe emphasizing denominational ties helps distinguish a school’s identity and mission in a time when it’s important 
to stand out among peer institutions.

On the K-12 level, Episcopal schools have been reasserting their Episcopal ties with renewed vigor since the financial crisis of 
2008 led many to re-examine their priorities, according to Daniel Heischman, executive director of the National Association of 
Episcopal Schools.

“What the recession did was help a great number of our Episcopal schools identify and articulate their Episcopal mission better, 
rather than to water it down,” Heischman said. “It forced our schools to understand their niche. … That led them to re-examine 
and be able to articulate what it means to be an Episcopal school.”

Bethlehem Center Needs School Supplies
The Bethlehem Center in Jackson, Mississippi needs help with providing school supplies for approximately 25 children in grades 
kindergarten through five. The Bethlehem Center is a National Mission Institution related to the United Methodist Church. The 
non-profit agency serves low-income families and individuals through affordable quality childcare, a free income tax assistance 
program, a counseling center and various community development initiatives.  

The center’s executive director, Mattie Johnson, is busy finalizing plans for the end of summer blast for youngsters attending their 
day camp. She said for the last three years they have distributed supplies during this event thanks to local churches that make 
donations. Johnson said the parents are always appreciative.

“They look forward to us giving them school supplies and express their thanks for us doing this because they might not have been 
able to meet the school supply needs and purchase school uniforms as well,” said Johnson.   Those who want to help the Bethle-
hem Center can do so by contacting Johnson at 601-355-0224 or email to her at mjoh344036@aol.com.

The end of the summer blast is Friday, August, 2 at 10:00 a.m. The event includes a day of grilled hotdogs, hamburgers, snacks, 
games and fun on a water slide.  To view the school supply list, visit:
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1284/JPS+School+supply+list+2013-14.pdf.

Trinity UMC Prepares for Baghdad 
Pastor’s Compelling Story
By Regina Stewart, Trinity UMC
Canon Andrew White works almost exclusively in Iraq, 
earning him the nickname—the Vicar of Baghdad.  His 
work is  supported by his Foundation—The Founda-
tion for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East.  He pastors one of 
the largest churches in Iraq, St. George’s Baghdad.  His church ministers 
to over 4,000 indigenous Iraqis and it operates well outside the safety 

of the International Green Zone.  Most of the 
congregation is women and children—widows 
and orphans  —since many of  the men have been 
killed in the decades of violence in Iraq. 

His church employs medical staff that provides 
free medical and dental care to around 150 Iraqi 
patients every day. 

White has been awarded over 15 International 
Peace prizes.  White said,  “I have been detained at gun-point, been thrown into a room with people’s 
chopped-off fingers and toes all over the floor, and have had my picture posted on walls around Bagh-
dad with a notice saying, ‘Wanted, dead or alive.’” Members of my church have been kidnapped or killed.  



I have lost many friends.  It is very difficult but we never give up.”

On Monday, August 12, White will be a guest speaker at Trinity UMC, located at 5007 Lawson Avenue in Gulfport, Mississippi. 
The service begins at 6:30 p.m. and is open to the public.

“Blessing of the Backpacks” 
• Senatobia District  

Families will be invited to bring more than their appetites to the annual pot-luck sponsored 
by the United Methodist Ministries Backpack image of Marshall County (UMMMC) in Mis-
sissippi. Organizers are encouraging children to bring their backpacks for the “Blessing of the 
Backpacks”—just in time for school. This will take place on Monday, August 19, at Asbury 
UMC in Holly Springs at 6:00 p.m. This gathering will be even more special with Bishop 
James E. Swanson, Sr. of the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church preach-
ing and blessing the backpacks.

Newton UMC -  
John Wesley & Company
August 5-9, 2013 
Newton United Methodist Church will be transformed 
into a village from the time of John Wesley August 5-9. 
The church will meet each night at 6:00 p.m. and serve 
a meal before the fun and learning begin. Attendees 
will meet historic figures such as John Wesley, Susanna Wesley, Charles Wesley and others.  They’ll hear Bible stories and learn 
about the United Methodist heritage and how it has shaped people of faith.  The event will also include teachings on how God 
inspired John Wesley and other early leaders of the church to spread the good news about Jesus throughout the world, and that 
God continues to call the church to tell the world about Jesus.  There will be food samples from that time period offered, singing 
of hymns Charles Wesley wrote in the way that John Wesley taught, plus lessons in handicrafts. This week of activities is open to 
everyone who would like to come. 

For more information, contact Rev. Wayne Napier, Pastor Newton/Hickory Charge at 228-216-2560 or wbnapier@live.com.

Newton UMC Mental Health Training for Pastors
August 13, 2013
Central Mississippi Residential Center (CMRC) is proud to be piloting the first Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) program in 
Newton. CMRC has trained two qualified staff members to improve mental health literacy in the community—helping others to 
identify, understand and respond to signs of mental illness.

Many things cause trauma in one’s life.  Psychological trauma is just as prevalent and damaging as cuts, breaks and bruising.  
Psychological trauma however leaves no tell-tale signs of damage such as open wounds or bent limbs.  Those in the helping 
professions would not hesitate to bind up or bandage the obvious wound and many make preparations to be able to perform at 
least minimum care in these instances.  MHFA is a step toward equipping its participants to be able to offer the same care for the 
psychological trauma that people experience.  Great strides must take place to enable those injured to make it to those who can 
offer them the help they need.

During this course participants will learn:

• The prevalence of mental illnesses in the U.S. and their emotional and economic cost.
• The potential warning signs and risk factors for depression, anxiety disorders, trauma, psychotic disorders, eating disorders and 

substance use disorders.
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• A 5-step action plan to help an individual in crisis to connect to professional care.
• Resources available to help someone with a mental health problem.

The course will be held at the Newton United Methodist Church on August 13, from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Lunch will be provid-
ed. The cost per person for this eight-hour course is $65.00. However, CMRC is offering this course to our area pastors for only 
$15.00 per person which will cover the cost of the manual you will receive. If you would like to attend or need more information, 
please contact Debbie Coghlan at 601-683-4253. (Course limited to 26 participants.)

3 “L” Academy 
August 19-20, 2013
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension is pleased to present a two-day 
educational session planned to assist clergy in modeling and teaching the 
United Methodist commitment to fully utilizing their time, talents, gifts, service 
and witness.This will take place August 19-20, 2013, at the Hilton Jackson, 
County Line Road. Registration fee is $50.00. The academy will provide an op-
portunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, stewardship education 
and connectionalism, as the participant leads the denomination in Mississippi 
to accomplish the mission of the United Methodist Church. The mission of the 
Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-mak-
ing occurs. Visit www.misssissippi-umc.org for registration and more details.

Upcoming UMVIM Team Leader Training in Southaven
August 24, 2013
Team Leader Training is strongly encouraged for United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) team leaders (lay or clergy), 
but all interested persons are welcome to attend whether leading a team or not.  If you have a group from your church (or indi-
viduals from several churches) planning a mission trip (nationally or internationally) or if you’re simply exploring the possibil-
ity, you are encouraged to attend.  Some churches may want to consider taking an UMVIM team to areas within Mississippi that 
need assistance and rebuilding. This training will take place at Getwell Road UMC (7875 Getwell Rd, Southaven, MS 38672) on 
Saturday, August 24, 2013 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

At the training, participants will receive a wealth of information on preparing an UMVIM team for service, including such topics 
as effective project selection, spiritual development, cultural sensitivity, logistics and finance.  Participating in the training does 
not obligate you to lead a team, but will help you understand the fundamentals of team leadership and will enrich any future mis-
sion experiences. You will also gain ideas on places around the world where you can serve. Cost is $20.00 for the UMVIM manual 
(pay at door) and pre-registration is required.  Register by calling or emailing Rev. Amanda Gordon with your name, church, 
phone number and email address by Monday, Aug. 19. Contact Rev. Amanda Gordon at 662-781-1333 or amandaMMUMC@
gmail.com.

Methodist Foundation Hosts Generosity Summits - Oxford 
September 10 | October 4 | October 22 
 The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is pleased to host three Gener-
osity Summits featuring the teaching of Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. The three 
events will be held across the state. The summits are open to clergy and lay. 
Clergy may receive half of a CEU Credit for full participation.

Each summit will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. Lunch will be pro-
vided on site. Registration cost is $10, which will cover the cost of snacks and 
lunch. 

Dates and locations are:
• September 10:  Clinton First UMC (Clinton)
• October 4: Heritage UMC (Hattiesburg)
• October 22: Oxford University UMC (Oxford)  
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To register, visit: http://mf2013generositysummit.eventbrite.com/.
For more information contact Mike Hicks, associate director of the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation at 601-948-8845.

Leading with REAL POWER: Lay Leadership Conference
September 13, 2013
Amazing things happen when you lead with the Holy Spirit in Relevant, 
Enthusiastic, Authentic and Loving ways. Join with Laity from across 
the conference at this year’s Lay Leadership Conference and discover 
things about yourself and the Holy Spirit that will make your ministry 
in the world more POWER-filled.  Leadership is less about position but 
more about influence. Who are you influencing? What are you influenc-
ing them to do? What is God calling you to do?   These questions and 
more will be discussed Saturday, September 14, 2013 during the laity 
gathering Leading with REAL POWER: Lay Leadership Conference. The 
conference begins 8:30 a.m. at Christ UMC, 6000 Old Canton Road, 
Jackson, MS.  

The keynote speaker is Christie Latona, church leadership and develop-
ment expert. She has helped some of the most fruitful pastors in the 
denomination author books including “Begging for REAL Church” and 
“The Power of REAL” with Joe Daniels. Most recently, she has teamed with Mississippi resident Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and 
leaders in the Missouri Annual Conference in creating the Core Four Study.

The Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, Timothy Crisler, explains why he’s advising laity to register for this.

“Every laity member who attends this conference will be greatly blessed by our keynote speaker,” said Crisler. “I have had the op-
portunity to work with Christie recently on several projects and I have found her teachings to be very inspirational and her grasp 
of Holy Scripture profound. I know her presentation will resonate with every participant present.”

The cost is $10.00 for lunch. For more information and to sign up, visit: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1145.        

Annual Conference 2014  
June 6-8, 2014 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Emma Miller-Beck, Rust College Alum

Emma Miller-Beck, a longtime employee of Rust Col-
lege and member of the Mississippi Conference of The 
United Methodist Church was buried on Saturday, July 
27. Miller-Beck, 64, died Wednesday,  

July 24, 2013, at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in 
Southaven. The Winona na-
tive was the director of Alumni Affairs for 28 years at Rust. During this period she raised more than $8 
million for the college. At the time of her passing, she was the director of Church and Parent Relations 
for Rust College.

She has served several state and national organizations. She was a trustee of her church, Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Holly Springs.    

In lieu of flowers, the family asks contributions be sent to The Emma Miller-Beck Scholarship Fund at 
Rust College. For more information contact the Rust College Office of Public Relations at 662-252-8000, 
ext. 4014.
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Employment Opportunities
• Executive Director - Mississippi United Methodist Foundation
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, Inc. is seeking a person with up-to-date certifications such as CPA, CFP, or 
other comparable financial certifications to fill the position of executive director.  The executive director shall be respon-
sible to and work under the direction of the Board of Directors of The Foundation. 
The executive director shall be the chief operations officer for The Foundation which includes oversight of the total invest-
ment portfolio, all trusts and endowments.  The executive director shall maintain security and integrity in the handling of 
funds entrusted to The Foundation.
Persons interested may contact the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, Inc. at 601-948-8845, 1-800-496-0975, or 
email to martha@ms-umf.org  for the application and job description.  The deadline for applications to be received in 
The Foundation office is September 1, 2013.

Artichoke Dip 
2 cans artichoke hearts
2 cups mayonnaise
2 cups parmesan cheese
1 clove garlic, minced
Drain and mash artichoke hearts. Add remaining 
ingredients and mix well. Pour into a small casserole 
dish and bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes, until browned on top and bubbling.  Serve with Wheat Thins or melba toast.

 – From Angela Bryan, St. Paul UMC Ocean Springs, Mississippi
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Page 8


